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Q: Faculty or Staff Advisor? A: Both 
The history of “Academic Advising” is an 
interesting one and has gone through pendulum 
swings over the years. In the beginning, when 
most universities were primarily white 
institutions and most students had generational 
knowledge of higher education, advising was 
done completely by faculty mentorship. As 
higher Ed. evolved, student populations evolved, 
and faculty demands evolved, staff advising 
emerged as the way of the future. Faculty 
advising never disappeared, but on many 
campuses across the country, staff advising 
allowed for faculty to focus or be focused 
elsewhere. This brings us to where we are today; 
in the midst of a pandemic, a crazy economy, the 
“college aged” population shrinking, and the 
student experience and student expectations 
changing. This begs the question; how will 
Academic Advising respond and evolve to the 
current needs of our students? We 
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